Temple Sholom Religious School
CURRICULUM FOR GRADE SEVEN

HEBREW

GOALS: The goal for Grade seven is to fluently read the prayers that are required for Bar/Bat Mitzvah. The students should understand the concepts of Prayer and Kavanah. 

Students should be able to:

· Recognize and remember the names and sounds of all Hebrew letters.

· Recognize and remember the sounds of all Hebrew vowel combinations.

· Fluently read and understand the concepts of the prayers in the Shabbat morning and evening services. These include the Barchu, Shema, veahavta, Yotzer Or, Ahavah Rabah, Mi Chamocha, Maariv Aravim, Ahavat Olam, Ge’ula, Amidah, Torah and Haftarah blessings, and Kiddush.
· Recognize and understand the function of a meteg in the Siddur.

· Understand that some letters take a dagesh without change of sound (such as gimmel and dalet).

· Recognize and pronounce words that have a “double duty” dot.

TEXT: Siddur. Torah Skills.

JUDAIC STUDIES

Our Judaic curriculum for grade 7 follows the Union of Reform Judaism CHAI curriculum level 7, which teaches 3 major subject areas: Torah, Avodah (prayer) and G’milut Chasadim (Jewish values, good deeds). There is a focus on developing Jewish Identity.
TORAH (Genesis)
ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS:

· Torah is an ongoing dialogue between the text and its students.
· Torah is real in our daily lives: it goes with us wherever we are.
· Developing the skills to study Torah is essential to integrating Torah into our lives.
· My life is reflected in and reflects Torah.
Specific lessons will include three or four of:
· Lech L’cha: The journeys we take
· Cain and Abel: Family relationships
· Akeidat Yitzchak/the binding of Isaac
· Rebekah: A virtuous woman? 
· Rebekah: Tough choices
· God and Abraham: A relationship like no other
· Jacob and the Ish/being: Stuggling to change
· Our lessons from Bereshit
AVODAH (Prayer)

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS:

· Avodah is the work we do to find sacred connections to God, community, and self.
· Engaging in the work of avodah can bring order, beauty, meaning and insight to our lives and our community.
· The message and power of Jewish prayer can help me understand and define myself as an individual and as an authentic member of the Jewish community.
Specific lessons will include:
· The High Holy Days: Focus on repentance
· Pesach - questions: Then and Now
· Chanukah and Purim: Do you believe in miracles (and boundaries)?
· My Jewish Identity: Eilu D’varim - what must I do?
· My Jewish Identity: Sh’ma - what do I believe?
SOCIAL ACTION (Gemilut Chasadim)
GOALS: Students will understand that improving the world is a Jewish responsibility, and that mitzvot are the tools by which this can be done. They will examine how these concepts may be applied to their own lives to develop a partnership with God as they approach Bar/Bat Mitzvah. A Mitavah project will be conceived and carried out by the family of the Bar / Bat Mitzvah student, related to a theme from their Torah portion.
Students should be able to:

· Describe how Jews can be considered to be “Fixers”

· Explain the concept of Tikkun Olam.

· Define “Mitzvot” as Jewish laws rather than as good deeds.

· Explain the terms Kavod and Bushah and give examples.

· Describe Rambam’s rungs.

· Recall verses from Torah that show that Abraham understood Tzedakah
· Compare and contrast Tzedakah and Gemilut Chasadim.

· Define Pidyon Shavuyim, Bikkur Cholim, Ma’Ot Chitim, Bal Taschit, and Ahavah.

TEXTS: Tzedakah, Gemilut Chasadim, and Ahavah. A manual for world repair.

TZEDAKAH

Grade 7: Highest form of giving (Hebrew free loan society, ZIV)

Objectives:

· Rambam’s Rungs – highest level is to make someone self-sufficient

· Free Loans help people to help themselves. 

· The money is used and reused many times

· Research and contribute to projects that exemplify Rambam’s highest rung.

JEWISH HOLIDAYS

GOALS: Students will participate in celebrating the Jewish Festivals as they occur. Students will gain an understanding of the link between the festivals and specific pieces of Jewish literature. Previous knowledge will be reviewed and new vocabulary and concepts introduced, using games, stories, videos and art projects.

Students will be able to:

· Describe the Yamim Noraim.

· Define the term Teshuvah.

· Recall the festivals that make up the Shalosh Regalim.

· Associate Ma’Ot Chitim with Passover.

· Sense the immensity of loss of life during the Holocaust. Feel a sense of responsibility towards Jewish continuity as a result. 

· Define and give examples of anti-semitism.

· Associate Shavuot with the Book of Ruth, and know that Ruth is a Jew-by-choice.

· List the 10 commandments.

TEXTS: Did Darth Vader repent? (Instant lesson).  Basic Judaism vol. 3: God.

CHAI lessons level 7: Avodah
VIDEOS: School Ties, Left Luggage, The Chosen. (Midweek classes only)
CURRENT EVENTS

GOALS: Students will become familiar with some of the News events that are shaping Jewish life in Israel and North America. They will develop an awareness of the politics and issues facing modern Israel.

METHODS:  Participation in the Canadian Public Speaking Contest, or preparation of one of the topics without competing.

MINYAN
GOALS: Students will practise their Hebrew reading skills, and become familiar with the morning Service (Sundays) and evening service (Midweek). Students will understand the responsibility of communal prayer.

Students will be able to:

· Identify the elements of a Jewish worship service.

· Identify the order of a Jewish worship service.

· Understand the concepts of the major prayers.

· Associate the term ‘parashah’ with a variety of readings from the Torah.

· Associate the word ‘spiritual’ with one’s feelings and thoughts when involved with non-verbal Jewish life activities such as silent prayer, and standing for the Torah.

· Participate in the “dance of prayer” such as covering eyes for the Sh’ma, bowing during the Barchu, standing on tiptoes for Kadosh, Kadosh.

· Fluently read those prayers which have been rehearsed in class.

STRUCTURE OF THE GRADE SEVEN PROGRAMME

Sundays:




Midweek:




9:30 Minyan & Meditation


6:30 Minyan
10:00 Ethics




7:30 Manual for world repair / movie course

10:30 Recess




8:00 Dismissal
10:45 Hebrew / CHAI 



12:00 dismissal

Al Shlosha Devarim Sundays:

9:30 Minyan

10:00 Brunch

10:30 Al Shlosha Devarim programme

Torah, Avodah (prayer) and Gemilut Chasadim 

will be explored in groups with parents for 

3 weeks each, then groups switch topics.

12:00 Dismissal

Special Field Trips:

Temple Sholom Cemetery in White Rock
