5771 Curriculum for Tuesday sessions – Grades 4 to 6

Tuesday evening sessions provide an opportunity for students to explore Jewish topics in greater depth and with a greater variety of media than is possible on Sunday mornings.

Each session begins with a worship service, which includes songs, information about the prayers, and theological discussions. Stories will be read including Tanta Teva (a story about Sukkot), and Capture the moon – a series of Jewish value stories. 

Each week the students participate in a dramatic reading of a “Parasha Play” about that week’s Torah portion.

This year the following Judaic topics will be addressed during the last hour:

1) Jewish Holidays as they occur:

Rosh Hashanah and yom Kippur – the skill of Teshuvah. Teshuvah relay game.

Sukkot – the value of peace and the issue of homelessness. Decorate the Temple Sukkah with appropriate symbols.

Chanukah – “light” as a metaphor for Torah and Tikkun Olam. A Chanukah party and mitzvah event. Electives will include art, drama and a mitzvah project as students bring light to others.

Passover – Our festival of freedom. Students will research and produce a Shalom Sesame style. Students will learn about modern Exoduses as well as the problems of  modern slavery in addition to the traditional aspects of the Seder and Passover message of freedom. 

2) The Jewish Lifecycle
Students choose between art, games, and videos as they learn about the Jewish traditions surrounding birth, Bar Mitzvah, marriage, and death.

3) Israel
Multi media study of Israel’s geography, heroes, foods, history, successes and challenges. 
4) Jewish identity, tradition and change

Fiddler on the Roof forms the basis for discussions about the balance between tradition and modernity. Students will keep diaries as characters in the film and produce a newspaper “The Anatevka Times” chronicling the major changes happening in the Jewish world at that time. 

Students will choose between Yiddish, games, and cooking to learn more about the Shtetls of Eastern Europe.

5) Hebrew Ulpan
Students will learn simple conversations including colors, numbers, and how to tell the time. 

Structure of the Tuesday evening session

6:30 Minyan in the Chapel

Service

Story / discussion

Parasha Play

7:15 Judaic curriculum

Holidays/Electives/Hebrew

8:00 Dismissal

