Temple Sholom Religious School
CURRICULUM FOR GRADE TWO

HEBREW

GOALS: The goal for Grade two is to begin Hebrew recognition using games, songs, art and worksheets.  Students will learn simple Hebrew vocabulary.
Students should be able to:

· Recognize and remember the names and sounds of all the Hebrew letters.

· Understand key words that begin with each Hebrew letter.
TEXTS:  Aleph Bet Yoga
JUDAIC STUDIES
Our Judaic curriculum for Grade 2 follows the Union of Reform Judaism CHAI curriculum, which teaches 3 major subject areas: Torah, Avodah (prayer) and G’milut Chasadim (Jewish values, good deeds). The grade 2 class will study sections from level 2 Avodah and Gemilut Chasadim.
AVODAH (PRAYER)

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS:

· Avodah is the work we do to find sacred connections to God, community, and self.

Specific lessons will include:

· Why can’t I see God?

· Shabbat Blessings

· Sh’ma

· Evening blessings

· How do I talk to God?

· Thanking God for who I am
G’MILUT CHASADIM (GOOD DEEDS)

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS:

· We have a responsibility to perform acts of g’milut chasadim in order to make the world a better, holier place.
Specific lessons will include:

· Making a difference
· Opportunities to do Gemilut Chasadim
· Torah teaches us
· In God’s Image
· Being God’s Partner
· Welcoming Guests
· Taking action
· Reflections on doing G’milut Chasadim
JEWISH HOLIDAYS

GOALS: Students will participate in celebrating the Jewish Festivals as they occur. Previous knowledge will be reviewed and new vocabulary and concepts introduced, using games, stories, videos and art projects.

Some specific concepts to be taught are:

· Rosh Hashanah is a time to “Check up on things”.

· The different blasts of the Shofar have different names.

· Yom Kippur gives us a chance to say “I’m Sorry” and try again. 

· Sukkot is a harvest festival.

· Simchat Torah is when we finish reading from Torah and begin again.

· The Torah is the ‘treasure’ of the Jewish people.

· The Chanukah story.

· Tu BiShvat teaches us of the importance of trees in our lives and in Jewish tradition.

· Passover is a celebration of freedom.

· Shavuot celebrates the giving of the 10 commandments to Moses at Mount Sinai. 

TEXTS: Whole School Curriculum level 2 - holidays.
ISRAEL

GOALS: Students will become familiar with the variety of lifestyles within Israel.

Students will be able to:

· Identify Israel as a place.

· Name 4 cities in Israel.

· Name Jerusalem as Israel’s capitol city.

· Compare and contrast Israel with Canada in terms of Jewish population, size, age, terrain, climate, industry, agriculture, and housing.

· Describe a kibbutz.

TEXTS: Shalom Sesame: Kibbutz, Secret places. Instant lesson “Places in Israel”. 
TZEDAKAH

Grade 2: Poverty

Objectives: 

· Judaism says that we must look after the poor, the needy and the stranger

· There are poor people in our own community

· Poor people should be treated with dignity

· We can help poor people in our community by contributing food to the Jewish food bank and by supporting JFSA

· Judaism teaches that farmers were supposed to leave a corner of their fields for the poor to collect food from (the story of Ruth mentions this). Nowadays we contribute to the food banks instead.

· Students will learn about the work of the food bank and of JFSA

MINYAN
GOALS: The goal for Grade two is to begin to understand the concepts in the major prayers in our service the Barchu, Sh’ma, Mi Chamocha, and Amidah. Students will develop ideas about God and prayer. This will be a training Minyan so that different prayers will be emphasized each week. Hebrew songs will be taught.  They will join the senior minyan after Passover.
TEXTS: Junior Siddur. In God’s Name. A perfect prayer.
STRUCTURE OF THE GRADE TWO PROGRAM
Sundays:




Parent Participation at Home:
9:30  whole school welcome 


J.E.T.2 (Jewish Experiences Together) cards

9:40  Minyan 




 S.T.A.R. (Sitting together and reading)

10:00  CHAI lessons



 reading program

10:50 Snack &  Recess




11:05 
Hebrew/crafts/music



12:00 dismissal

