Temple Sholom Religious School
CURRICULUM FOR GRADE THREE

HEBREW

GOALS: The goal for Grade three is to learn the Hebrew alphabet. Students progress at their own pace and may be ahead or behind depending on attendance and language ability.
Students should be able to:

· Recognize and remember the names and sounds of Hebrew letters.

· Recognize and remember the sounds of Hebrew vowel combinations.

· Understand the use of final letters..

· Read and understand classroom vocabulary, position words, and various greetings.

TEXTS: Shalom Uv’rachah Express.

TORAH

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS (CHAI level 2): 

· Torah is an ongoing dialogue between the text and its students.
· Torah is real in our daily lives: it goes with us wherever we are.
· Developing the skills to study Torah is essential to integrating Torah into our lives.
· The laws and rules found in the Torah can help us to live lives filled with holy moments.
Specific lessons will include:

· Introduction to the book of Sh’mot

· Parashat Sh’mot: Finding God in small places
· Parashat Bo: Marking our Freedom (Mezuzah)
· Parashat B’shalach: Nachshon comes to visit
· Parashat Yitro: Helping Hands
· Parashat Ki Tisa: The Israelites and the Golden Calf
· Parashat Mishpatim: Reaching out to strangers
AVODAH (Prayer)
ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS (CHAI level 3): 

· Avodah is the work we do to find sacred connections to God, community and self.

· Engaging in the work of avodah can bring order, beauty, meaning, and insight to our lives.

· Through avodah we can make our lives and the world more kadosh / holy

Specific lessons will include:
· Synagogue helps us make room for God

· How do we relate to God

· Getting connected

· Acting Holy

· Everything’s b’seder and everything is in order

· Our bodies are a gift from God

· Ordinary moments can be kadosh
G’MILUT CHASADIM (GOOD DEEDS)

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS (CHAI level 3):

· We have a responsibility to perform acts of g’milut chasadim in order to make the world a better, holier place.
· We have a responsibility to perform acts of g’milut chasadim for the people we encounter in our daily lives.
Specific lessons will include:
· Taking responsibility: Doing G’milut Chasadim
· K’lal Yisrael: Helping Jews around the World
· G’milut chasadim: Helping others and helping ourselves
· Our actions make a difference: Caring is contagious
· G’milut chasadim every day
· The G’milut chasadim holiday connection
JEWISH HOLIDAYS

GOALS: Students will participate in celebrating the Jewish Festivals as they occur. Previous knowledge will be reviewed and new vocabulary and concepts introduced, using games, stories, videos and art projects.

Some specific concepts to be taught are:

· Rosh Hashanah is a time to “Check up on things”.

· Rosh Hashanah begins the period know as the days of Awe.

· “Awe” is a feeling that is both exciting and scary.

· The different blasts of the Shofar have different names.

· Yom Kippur gives us a chance to say “I’m Sorry” and try again. 

· True Teshuvah means never repeating a particular mistake.

· Atonement can be viewed as AT-ONE-MENT.

· The Jewish concept of “sin” is to “miss the mark”. 
· Sukkot is a harvest festival.

· A Sukkah is like a time machine which takes us back to wandering in the desert after the Exodus, harvesting fields in Ancient Israel, and Sukkot in Jerusalem at the time of the Temple.

· The tradition of Ushpizin (inviting historical guests to your Sukkah).

· Simchat Torah is when we finish reading from Torah and begin again.

· Chanukah means dedication.

· Purim is a time of giving gifts to friends and to the poor - Shalach Manot and Mattanot le’Evyonim.

· Tu BiShvat teaches us of the importance of trees in our lives and in Jewish tradition.

· Passover is a celebration of freedom.

· In every generation, every person should feel as though he or she had personally gone ou from Egypt.

· Seder means order.

· Dayenu - How many good things God has done for us.

· Yom HaAtzmaut is Israel’s birthday.

· Shavuot celebrates the giving of the 10 commandments to Moses at Mount Sinai. 

TEXTS: Whole School Curriculum Level 3
Books: The House on the Roof, Jeremy’s Dreidel, Cakes and Miracles, Dayenu: How Uncle Murray saved the Seder. 

TZEDAKAH Project 
Grade 3: Poverty

Objectives: 

· Judaism says that we must look after the poor, the needy and the stranger

· There are poor people in our community and Israel
· Poor people should be treated with dignity

· We can help poor people in our community by contributing food to the Jewish food bank and by supporting JFSA

· The students will learn about “Table to Table (Shulchan l’shulchan)” in Israel.

MINYAN
GOALS: The goal for Grade three is to gain confidence with the basic prayers in “Gates of Prayer”.  They will be joining the senior minyan.
Students will be able to:

· Identify the order of a Jewish worship service.

· Understand the concepts of the major prayers.

· Associate the word ‘spiritual’ with one’s feelings and thoughts when involved with non-verbal Jewish life activities such as silent prayer, and standing for the Torah.

· Participate in the “dance of prayer” such as covering eyes for the Sh’ma, bowing during the Barchu, standing on tiptoes for Kadosh, Kadosh.

TEXTS: Siddur
STRUCTURE OF THE GRADE THREE PROGRAM
Sundays:



Parent Participation at Home:


9:30  All school welcome


S.T.A.R. reading program



9:40 Minyan 




J.E.T. values cards

10:05 Chai program 





11:05 Recess



11:15 Hebrew
12:00 Dismissal

 




