Temple Sholom Religious School
CURRICULUM FOR GRADE FOUR

JUDAIC STUDIES

After minyan on Sunday mornings, the grade four class will focus on our Judaic studies, which follows the Union of Reform Judaism CHAI curriculum level 4.  This curriculum teaches 3 major subject areas: Torah, Avodah (prayer) and G’milut Chasadim (Jewish values, good deeds). The grade 4 class will study some of each of Torah, Avodah, and G’milut Chasadim:

TORAH

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS:

· Torah is an ongoing dialogue between the text and its students.
· Torah is real in our daily lives: it goes with us wherever we are.
· Developing the skills to study Torah is essential to integrating Torah into our lives.
· With the promise of a holy land (Eretz Yisrael), we as a holy people (Am Yisrael) have a responsibility to strive toward holiness by observing the covenant (B’rit)
Specific lessons will include:

· Am Yisrael, Eretz Yisrael and the B’rit
· Am Yisrael session alef: All Jews are members of Am Yisrael; I am a member of Am Yisrael.

· Am Yisrael session bet: It takes 10 tribes to create a people.

· Eretz Yisrael session aleph: The physical land

· Eretz Yisrael session bet: The land for our souls

AVODAH (PRAYER)

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS:

· Avodah is the work we do to find sacred connections to God, community, and self.

· Engaging in the work of Avodah can bring order, beauty, meaning, and insight to our lives and our community.

· Keva and Kavanah, the fixed order of worship and the personal intention we bring to prayer, are complemenatary aspects of Jewish worship, combining to help us make sacred connections.

Specific lessons will include:

· Kavanah (personal intention of prayer)

· Keva: Why we pray

· Siddur Geography: Our journey through the prayer book

· The Sh’ma and Its blessings: Finding Kavanah in Keva 

· Kiddush: Sanctifying our lives through fixed prayer and personal feelings of holiness.

· Communal and Individual prayers.

· Blessings of wonder

· Silent prayer: Finding a moment for ourselves with our own words

G’MILUT CHASADIM (GOOD DEEDS)

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS:

· We have a responsibility to perform acts of g’milut chasadim in order to make the world a better, holier place.
· We have a responsibility to perform acts of g’milut chasadim for the people we encounter in our daily lives.
Specific lessons will include:

· Making peace among friends
· Sh’lom bayit: Peace and harmony at home
· Accepting differences: Love your neighbour as yourself
· Show honour with action: Honour your parents
· Befriending the lonely
· The danger of gossip: L’shon Hara
· Understanding the elderly
· Honouring the elderly
JEWISH HOLIDAYS

GOALS: Students will participate in celebrating the Jewish Festivals as they occur. Previous knowledge will be reviewed and new vocabulary and concepts introduced, using games, stories, videos and art projects.

Some specific concepts to be taught are:

· Rosh Hashanah is a time to “Check up on things”.

· Yom Kippur gives us a chance to say “I’m Sorry” and try again. 

· True Teshuvah means never repeating a particular mistake.

· Sukkot is like Thanksgiving.

· Simchat Torah is the occasion at which we hold Consecration.

· Chanukah is a time to think about Jewish continuity, and pride in being Jewish.

· Tu BiShvat teaches us of the importance of trees in our lives and in Jewish tradition.

· Purim recalls the bravery of Esther.

· Passover is a celebration of freedom.

· Yom Hashoa is a time to grieve and remember.

· Yom HaAtzmaut is Israel’s birthday.

· Yom Yerushalayim commemorates the unification of Jerusalem in 1967.

· Shavuot celebrates the giving of the 10 commandments to Moses at Mount Sinai. It is the occasion on which we read the Book of Ruth. It is the occasion on which we hold confirmation.

TEXTS: All School Curriculum; games
TZEDAKAH

Grade 4: Respect for our elders

Objectives:

· Judaism teaches us to respect the elderly

· We can show respect by helping and visiting them

· We can show respect by supporting the Louis Brier Home

· Old people have a lot to teach us because they have lived so long

· Learn about and support the Louis Brier Home and other institutions for the elderly such as Miriam’s Dream, Yad Lekashish, or the Diplomat Hotel in Israel.

MINYAN
GOALS: Students will practice their Hebrew reading skills, and become familiar with the morning Service (Sundays) and evening service (Midweek). Prayers that students will lead at their Bar or Bat Mitzvah services will be rehearsed during the Minyans. Students will gain an understanding of the responsibility of communal prayer. Some sessions will include guided meditations.
CHUGIM  (electives)
The electives allow the grade four students to deepen their knowledge and understanding using all their senses.  For example:  they can choose to learn Jewish music, demonstrate their understanding of values and traditions in art, learn about foods and customs in different Jewish traditions.
HEBREW  (Level 4)

Hebrew is taught in midweek Hebrew clubs.
GOALS: The goal for Grade four is:  review all Hebrew letters and vowels, and to begin fluent reading of brachot and prayers. Students progress at their own pace.

Students should be able to:

· Recognize and remember the names and sounds of all Hebrew letters.

· Recognize and remember the sounds of all Hebrew vowel combinations.

· Understand the use of final letters.

· Understand key words and concepts in prayers

 ‘

TEXTS:  Shalom Uv’rachah followed by Mitkadem.

STRUCTURE OF THE GRADE FOUR PROGRAM
Sundays:

   


MidweekHebrew clubs:




9:30   all school welcome


Check in
9:40   Minyan 




Hebrew instruction: on-line, independent, 
10:05 Chai program 



one-on-one and small group work
10:55  Recess




Review games
11:15 Chugim




12:00  Dismissal 
