Temple Sholom Religious School
CURRICULUM FOR GRADE SEVEN

JUDAIC STUDIES

Our Judaic curriculum for grade 7 is focused on preparing our students for living a Jewish life beyond B’nai Mitzvah.  The course of study is divided into three segments
1. Torah & Today: an examination of each student’s B’nai Mitzvah Torah Portion through traditional sources and reflection on how it relates to their own perspective.

2. Comparative Judaism: an introduction to the four major streams of North American Jewish Practice through site visits with clergy from the Reform, Conservative, Modern Orthodox and Jewish Renewal movements.

3. Being a Jewish Teenager: a survey of key moral/ethical dilemmas in the life of a teenager and a study of the Jewish perspective on those issues from traditional and contemporary sources.

Goals:

· Make a strong connection between the narrative of their B’nai Mitzvah Torah portion and their own life and values

· Expose the student to a spectrum of Jewish religious practice and identity so as to better inform their personal Jewish religious identity.

· Confront, discuss and grapple with key moral/ethical dilemmas through a Jewish lens that the student(s) might encounter as they enter their teenage years and Secondary School.

· Explore Jewish music, art, dance, literature, multi-media in a fund, engaging and collaborative way.

· Build strong Jewish friendships with peers and a lasting connection with the Klay Kodesh and congregation in general.

Objectives:

At the end of the term the student should be able to…

Torah
1. Explain in great detail relevant commentaries on their own B’nai Mitzvah Torah portion and how those commentaries relate to the overall message/theme of the parasha

2. Summarize the general teaching/insight of the Torah Portion’s being read by their fellow classmates
3. Deliver a multi-media presentation on their Torah portion and its relevant teachings.

Comparative Judaism
1. Articulate 5-8 distinct characteristics of each of the four major streams of North American Jewish affiliations (Reform, Conservative, Modern Orthodox, Jewish Renewal)

2. Write or develop a person statement of Jewish practice and identity in the areas of:

a. God

b. Torah

c. Halacha

d. Gender Roles/Equality
e. Kashrut

f. Brit Milah

g. Conversion

h. Intermarriage

i. T’filah/Ritual

3. Identify and Describe the major challenges facing North American Judaism in the first half of the 21st Century

Being a Jewish Teenager

1. Articulate the Jewish perspective/position of key social issues relevant to being a teenager

a. Identify their own position on those issues as informed by Jewish values/tradition/teachings

2. Identify valid and authoritative Jewish sources to consult when confronting a moral/ethical dilemma

3. Summarize how the Jewish response to moral/ethical dilemmas is similar or different from that of society as a whole.
HEBREW

GOALS: The goal for Grade seven is to fluently read the prayers that are required for Bar/Bat Mitzvah. The students should understand the concepts of Prayer and Kavanah. 

Students should be able to:

· Recognize and remember the names and sounds of all Hebrew letters.

· Recognize and remember the sounds of all Hebrew vowel combinations.

· Fluently read and understand the concepts of the prayers in the Shabbat morning and evening services. These include the Barchu, Shema, veahavta, Yotzer Or, Ahavah Rabah, Mi Chamocha, Maariv Aravim, Ahavat Olam, Ge’ula, Amidah, Torah and Haftarah blessings, and Kiddush.
· Recognize and understand the function of a meteg in the Siddur.

· Understand that some letters take a dagesh without change of sound (such as gimmel and dalet).

· Recognize and pronounce words that have a “double duty” dot.

TEXT: Siddur. Torah Skills.

MINYAN
GOALS: Students will practice their Hebrew reading skills, and become familiar with the morning Service (Sundays) and evening service (Midweek). Students will understand the responsibility of communal prayer.

Students will be able to:

· Identify the elements of a Jewish worship service.

· Identify the order of a Jewish worship service.

· Understand the concepts of the major prayers.

· Associate the term ‘parashah’ with a variety of readings from the Torah.

· Associate the word ‘spiritual’ with one’s feelings and thoughts when involved with non-verbal Jewish life activities such as silent prayer, and standing for the Torah.

· Participate in the “dance of prayer” such as covering eyes for the Sh’ma, bowing during the Barchu, standing on tiptoes for Kadosh, Kadosh.

· Fluently read those prayers which have been rehearsed in class.

CHUGIM  (electives)
The electives allow the grade seven students to deepen their knowledge and understanding using all their senses.  For example:  they can choose to learn Jewish music, demonstrate their understanding of values and traditions in art, learn about foods and customs in different Jewish traditions.
STRUCTURE OF THE GRADE SEVEN PROGRAM
Sundays:





9:30   all school welcome




9:40   Minyan 






10:00 Core Curriculum with Rabbi 





10:55  Recess

11:05  Chugim

Derech L’Torah Sundays:

9:30 Minyan

10:00 Brunch

10:30 Derech L’Torah programme Part II

Torah & Middot in 4 sessions on Sunday mornings in the Fall of Grade 7

12:00 Dismissal

Special Field Trips:

Temple Sholom Cemetery in White Rock
Local synagogues

