Temple Sholom Religious School
CURRICULUM FOR PRESCHOOL (3 & 4)
GOALS: The goal of the program for the Preschool class is to gain a familiarity with the synagogue, Jewish ritual, the Festivals and Jewish values, using all of the senses.
Specific examples will include:
· Baking challah in the kitchen

· Hearing the shofar being sounded

· Building a sukkah and decorating it 

· Feeling the Torah parchment

· Seeing the Torahs dressed in white for the High Holy Days

HEBREW

GOALS: The goal for Pre-school is to be introduced to Hebrew vocabulary words that pertain to Shabbat, the Festivals, the Synagogue and Jewish ritual objects.

Students should be able to:

· Understand the meanings of: Shofar, Torah, yad, Lulav, Etrog, Sukkah, Chanukiah, sevivon (dreidel), levivot (Latkes), Ra’ashan (grogger), Oznei Haman (Hamantaschen), Chametz, Challah, Havdalah, Matzah, Seder, Siddur, Magen David, Ner Tamid, Aron HaKodesh (ark), Shalom, Kiddush, Tzedakah, and Mitzvah.
JEWISH HOLIDAYS

GOALS: Students will participate in celebrating the Jewish Festivals as they occur. They will become familiar with the symbols, stories, foods and songs of each of the major Jewish Festivals and Shabbat.

Books include: Sammy the Spider series
ISRAEL

GOALS: Students will gain an understanding that Israel is important to us as Jews. They will learn some of the differences between Israel and Canada in terms of geography, and culture.

Books include: Ella’s trip to Israel
TZEDAKAH / GEMILUT CHASADIM (acts of loving kindness)
Mitzvot: 
Objectives:
· Associate Mitzvah with a Jew’s response to God’s creation.

· Participate in God’s ongoing creation through the performance of Mitzvot.

· Identify mitzvot that take place in day-to-day life 

· Recognize mitzvot they perform.

· Identify some selections from Jewish Literature, including Tanach, which illustrate the importance of helping to care for others.

· Recall some selections from Jewish Literature which highlight the performance of Mitzvot.

Books include: The Mitzvah Magicain; I’m Growing; The Best Place for a Penny
Tzeddakah: Kindness to animals

Objectives:

· The students will know that Judaism teaches kindness to animals

· The Hebrew for this concept is “Tsar Ba’alei Hayim”

· We are supposed to feed our pets before we eat

· Animals are entitled to Shabbat too.

· There are ways that we can help animals by donating money and things such as old towels or blankets

· Learn about the SPCA and other organizations that look after animals.

· Learn about HAMA (Humans and animals in mutual assistance) – ZIV tzedakah fund

· Learn about the Israel Guide Dog Centre for the Blind.

MINYAN
GOALS: The goal for Pre-school is to participate in the primary Grades Minyan, becoming familiar with the Modeh Ani, Barchu, Sh’ma, Mi Chamocha, and Shechecheyanu. Students will develop ideas about God and prayer. 

Students should develop the ability to:

· Recall the responsibilities and skills needed when participating in a worship service.

· Associate God with Awe in Creation.

· Identify aspects of human capacity and natural order which illustrate the awe in God’s creation.

· Define prayer in a variety of ways.

· Learn meaning of Sh’ma

· Identify the purpose of the mezzuzah

Books include: Gates of Wonder, God’s Paintbrush; The Shema in the Mezzuzah
STRUCTURE OF THE PRESCHOOL PROGRAM
Sundays:




Parent Participation at Home:
9:30  whole school welcome 


Shabbat Basket
9:40  Minyan  




S.T.A.R. (Sitting together and reading)

10:00  Circle Time, Tzedakah


reading program
10:20 Music







10:50 Snack &  Recess






11:05 Shabbat / Holidays / Israel




12:00 dismissal





