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TEMPLE SHOLOM IS FILLED WITH STORIES 
 

Most people think of a synagogue as a building, we think of it as people. The building is just the container, inside are 
people young and old, and inside each person is a story, a Sholom Story. 

Our stories are… 

 

 Vibrant. Empowering. Uplifting. 
 

We are dedicated to enhancing the lives of those we touch. 
Passing on traditions and teachings to future generations. 
Integrating contemporary Jewish practice into our daily lives. 
Our stories are…  
 

 C a r i n g .  A c t i v e .  I n v o l v e d .  
 

We honour and sanctify each and every person. 
Nurturing personal growth.  
Comforting in times of despair.  
Sharing in times of joy. 



 

 
A MESSAGE FROM RABBI DAN MOSKOVITZ 
 

Every morning the siddur reminds us of the unique and sacred responsibilities of being 
a member of the Jewish community. In a favorite passage we read: 
 

“These are the obligations without measure  
whose reward too is without measure. 
honouring previous generations; 
performing acts of love and kindness; 
supporting the synagogue; 
welcoming the stranger; 
visiting the sick; 
celebrating with a wedding couple; 
memorializing the dead; 
praying with sincerity; 
making peace where there is strife. 
The study of Torah is equal to them all because it leads to them all.” 
 

Every day of the year, in every aspect of our synagogue operations Temple Sholom strives to live up to these  
promises. For over 50 years your membership dues, tzedakkah, gifts of time and insight are what enable our  
congregation to meet these obligations to your families and the broader Jewish community of the Lower Mainland.  
 

At moments of historic importance, at times of community crisis, and at celebratory occasions, people have turned to 
Temple Sholom to find strength, connection, joy and community, and we are here to answer that call only because of 
your continued support.  



 

 

HOW WE MEASURED UP THIS YEAR  

Beyond Shabbat and High Holy Days worship, the clergy, staff and congregants of Temple Sholom are dedicated to 
serving our members and the community year-round with a myriad of spiritual and life-sustaining programs and ser-
vices. We are able to accomplish this mission of growth and caring thanks to the generous contributions of both time 
and money from our members. Here are highlights of the Temple's mitzvot (good deeds), simchas (joyous occa-
sions) and acts of hesed (acts of compassion) for the past year: 

174 Hospital visits 

753 Family Shabbat dinners 

27 B’nai Mitzvah 

152 Families in East Side Jews 

3,159 Viewers of our live streaming services 

129 School Students 

598 Clergy counseling and pastoral sessions 

51 Congregants travelled to Israel with the Temple.  

1,238 Adult learners throughout the year 

481 seniors’ lunches served in our 60 Plus program 

22 Conversions to Judaism 

23 Funerals 



 

 

“Naomi has been teaching me more 
than just language. Through the Adult 
Hebrew class at Temple Sholom I've 
gained a deeper connection to my  
Judaism.”  
 

Jane Stoller 
Adult Hebrew Student 



 

 

“Shabbat Services at Temple Sholom mean 
everything to me. I honestly think they 
changed my life, we are so caught up in our 
busy world, but Shabbat at Temple Sholom 
is the only place I have ever found where I 
can connect with my community, with  
myself and with Torah.” 
 

Jeffrey Balin 
Member of the Board of Trustees  



 

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 
Transitions are occasions for renewal. They work when the  
necessary invited change remains connected with the past so  
that all who are affected - new and old - eulogize and applaud  
the expectancy as it happens. Our superior klei kodesh,  
reflecting the demographic of Temple Sholom, has led  our 
transition with inimitable intellect, passion and style to a  
successful conclusion.  

Going forward, we have concluded five-year contracts with  
our senior and associate rabbis. Our staff, under the able  
leadership of our executive director, have worked very hard  
to support a seamless transition in which a vibrant community 
looks with confidence to the future.  

As President I must especially pay tribute to the group  
superintending this renaissance - your hard working, wise and 
very committed Board. The Board's new committee structure,  
a work in progress, reaches out to you to get involved in the 
governance of our synagogue. Come to meetings and help 
shape our spiritual becoming as a community - liberal,  
individuals fulfilling our dreams built on the sweat of our 
founders who worked so hard to provide us a sanctuary  
with Torah as our sacred Jewish way to human flourishing. 

Dennis Pavlich, Temple President 



 

 

TEMPLE SHOLOM IS GROWING 

Membership has increased 58 families since Rabbi 
Moskovitz’ arrival as our new Senior Rabbi in July 
2013. Temple Sholom calculates its total membership 
households in December of each year, we anticipate 
continued growth in 2016. 

Religious School enrollment has increased by  
more than 50% in the last three years. High  
School enrollment alone has grown from 7  
students to nearly 30, with students now  
continuing their Jewish studies through Grade 12. 



 

 

FISCAL YEAR 2015/2016 BUDGET   

TO SUSTAIN 
TEMPLE SHOLOM 
REQUIRES AN  
ANNUAL 
CONTRIBUTION 
FROM EACH 
HOUSEHOLD 
OF $1954.  Note: These are  

preliminary numbers for 
fiscal year ending  

April 30 2016.  

Operational Revenue Amount % of Total 
Congregational dues $904,782 74.06% 
Non Member Burials $2,594 0.21% 
Gift shop $51,609 4.22% 
Special Fundraising (Torah) $78,694 6.44% 
Religious School $55,632 4.55% 
Grants $18,500 1.51% 
Memorial Donations $26,003 2.13% 
Rentals $31,000 2.54% 
General Donations $18,000 1.47% 
Programs $32,000 2.62% 
Interest - Israel Bonds $2,820 0.23% 

Total Revenue $1,221,635 100.00% 
Operational Expenses     
Ritual $512,352 36.88% 
General Administration $395,496 28.47% 
Religious School $154,079 11.09% 
Special Fundraising $14,500 1.04% 
Building Maintenance $137,129 9.87% 
URJ Dues $50,000 3.60% 
Gift shop $48,401 3.48% 
Programs $77,290 5.56% 

Total Expenses $1,389,247 100.00% 
      

Surplus /Deficit -$167,611.58   



 

 

“Morning Minyan is when personal 
experiences can transcend time to 
create extraordinary bonding to one 
another and foster meaningful  
relationships to the synagogue  
and the community.” 

John Silver 
‘Minyanaire’ 



 

 

“My Bar Mitzvah at Temple Sholom 
was one of the best days of my life, 
there was love all around and  
genuine inclusion of our interfaith 
family, it was beautiful and made  
me feel very much at home.” 
 

Ben Thompson 
Bar Mitzvah, 13 



 

 

THE NEXT CHAPTER IN OUR STORY WILL BE WRITTEN BY YOU. 
A solid and sustainable financial footing 
At the forefront of outreach and inclusion 
Engaging young families and professionals 
A congregation of learners at every age and stage 
Deep commitment to Israel and the Jewish people 
Honouring our traditions and sacred rituals 

To hear all of the Sholom Stories of the congregants featured on these pages and more go to www.templesholom.ca 

B'nai Mitzvah Class of 2024 

תודה רבה    Todah Rabah Thank you 


