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Introduction 

                                        

 

In 2015, to celebrate the congregation’s 

50th anniversary, Temple Sholom members 

participated in the scribing of a new Torah. 

This brought the number of scrolls at 

Temple Sholom to eight.  Temple Sholom is 

fortunate that each of the eight scrolls is in 

good condition and is considered kosher 

and suitable for use during services.  

We know the very recent history of the 50th 

Anniversary scroll, but how and when were the 

other scrolls acquired?  

As a starting point, we know that when Temple 

Sholom was founded in 1965, two scrolls were 

donated to the congregation, one small and 

one large.  

In 1971, Temple adopted and rededicated the 

Czech Torah. This brought the count to three.  

In 1980, Rabbi Bregman came to Temple 

Sholom. When he arrived, there were five scrolls: 

two small and two large plus the Czech Torah. This means that one additional small and one 

additional large scroll were acquired between 1971 and 1980.  

In 1985, Temple Sholom was fire-bombed and one of the scrolls, housed in a portable ark, was 

destroyed. The remains of the burned Torah may be buried in the Temple Sholom cemetery. 

This reduced the number of scrolls at Temple to four: three plus the Czech scroll.  

Sanctuary Scrolls 

Chapel Scrolls 

Sanctuary Scrolls 
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After Temple Sholom opened its new doors on Oak Street in 1986, two more scrolls were 

donated to the synagogue. One was small and another was large. They brought the total up to 

six: five plus the Czech scroll.  

In 1999, another large scroll was donated to Temple Sholom, bringing the total number of 

scrolls to seven (two small, four large and the Czech Torah). 

In 2015, the 50th Anniversary scroll was added to the collection of scrolls at Temple Sholom, 

bringing the new total to eight. 

The history of the 50th Anniversary scroll is recent and extensive. Similarly, there is an 

abundance of information about the Czech Torah adopted by Temple Sholom. We know for 

certain the identity of one of the small scrolls, as it is adorned with the names of the donor 

family. We also have some information about the scrolls donated in 1986 and 1999.  Thus, 

there are clues to the history of six of the scrolls, although some of the documentation is 

incomplete and contradictory.  

What of the others? There is little or no written history concerning the donation of the 

remaining scrolls and there is no history at all about the scroll that was destroyed in the fire. 

Research into written material and numerous conversations with members and Klei Kodesh of 

Temple Sholom, plus other members of Vancouver’s Jewish community, among others, 

provided fragments of information on the various scrolls. Still, the investigation of the history of 

the scrolls has some caveats.  

First, it is well-known that two scrolls were donated to Temple Sholom when it first opened in 

1965. One is the small Lerman Torah, identified by the names of the Lerman family on a plate 

on one of the scroll spindles. It is believed that the second scroll, donated by the Sugarman 

family, was a large one; however, the size is uncertain.  

Second, one scroll belonging to Temple Sholom was destroyed in the fire that engulfed the 

West 10th Avenue building in January 1985. It is fairly likely that this was a small Torah, but 

again, it is not certain. The sizes of the Sugarman Torah and the destroyed Torah are important 

because they help identify other scrolls by process of elimination. 

Finally, the histories go back only as far as the acquisition of the scroll by Temple Sholom. We 

know for certain that the newest, 50th anniversary scroll, was written by the congregation with 

the assistance of a Sofer from Florida and his associate in Israel. For the other scrolls, however, 

there is only sparse information about their true origin, even if we know where the scrolls were 

before they came to Temple Sholom.  
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Despite the caveats and the uncertainty of some of the histories, documenting the provenance 

of all eight of the Sifrei Torah has been a journey through the history of Temple Sholom and 

beyond and an opportunity to revisit family histories relating to these scrolls. It has been an 

enlightening and educational challenge, with many surprises, for which I am grateful. 

I am neither an archivist nor a historian, and I do not claim that my research is faultless or 

definitive. Rather, I offer this history as a work-in-progress. I take sole responsibility for any 

inaccuracies or errors in piecing together the information. Regrettably, I was unsuccessful in 

finding any records on the history of the scroll destroyed during the fire.  

 

Evelyn H Lazare 

April 2016 

Richmond, BC 
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1965: Temple Sholom’s first scroll – the Lerman Torah 

The Lerman Torah was the first scroll donated 

to the congregation when it was founded in 

1965. It is a small Torah, about 32 inches (81 

cm) high, usually kept in the sanctuary ark, 

on the right-hand side of the second row. 

The Lerman Torah is held open at the 

monthly Rosh Chodesh portion and is also 

used for the minor festivals. Bar and Bat 

Mitzvah celebrants carry this scroll around 

the sanctuary before reading from the 50th 

Anniversary scroll. 

Leon and Joan Berlow were founding 

members of Temple Sholom. Joan’s great-

grandfather, Nacham Lerman (z’l), brought 

the Torah from Russia when he immigrated 

to Winnipeg. The Torah then was passed on 

to Joan’s grandfather, Gedalia Lerman (z’l). 

He, in turn, passed the Torah on to Joan’s 

father, Maurice (Moishe) Lerman (z’l). 

Maurice brought the Torah with him as he 

moved from Winnipeg to Saskatoon and 

ultimately to Vancouver. 

When Temple Sholom was founded, Maurice 

and his wife, Bonnie Fishman (z’l), brought 

the Torah out from its storage place under a       

bed and it was donated to Temple Sholom. It was used on a regular basis by the new 

congregation, placed on a card table covered with a table cloth, and brought home to the 

Berlows when not in use. This practice continued until Temple Sholom had its first ark, with 

doors carved by Rabbi Rafe Levine of Seattle. Replicas of the doors are on display in the current 

building, as the originals were destroyed in the fire on West 10th Avenue. 

  

Lerman Torah 
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This small Torah is one of the Temple Sholom scrolls whose provenance is certain.  It has a disc 

at the top of the right-hand spindle, inscribed with the names of several generations of Lerman 

owners: 

 

Nachem Lerman, b. 1846 

Gedalia Lerman, b. 1870 

Moishe Itzhok Lerman, b. 1896 

Norman Hart, b. 1926 

Joan Lerman Berlow, b. 1935 

Glenn Stephen Berlow, b. 1959 

Stacey Berlow, b. 1963 

 

 

Lerman Torah name plate 
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1965: Temple’s second scroll – donated by the Sugarmans 

Several founding and other long-standing 

members confirm that when Temple 

Sholom was first established in 1965, two 

scrolls were donated to the new 

congregation. The first was the small 

Lerman scroll. The second was a scroll 

donated by the Sugarman family. An 

archival photo shows three large scrolls 

being carried into the new Temple Sholom 

building on Oak Street in 1986. This 

confirms that these scrolls survived the fire 

in 1985.  

The caption for the photo identifies the 

Sugarman scroll as the one on the left. 

Unfortunately, the top spindles of this 

Torah do not match those of any large 

Torah currently at Temple Sholom. The 

distinctive original pink mantle of the Czech 

Torah identifies it as the one on the right. 

The Sugarman Torah might actually be the middle scroll, but with the top spindles covered by 

rimmonim, it is impossible to say. 

There is another large Torah at Temple that 

could be the Sugarman scroll, if only by process 

of elimination. This scroll, housed on the 

bottom row in the sanctuary, has unusual top 

spindles. 

There were several stories about the origin of 

the large Torah with the white spindles. One 

held that it was donated by the Sugarman 

family. Another that the scroll had previously 

belonged to an earlier Reform congregation in 

Vancouver. A third story was that the scroll had 

a Toronto connection.  

Temple Sholom Rededication 1986 

Sugarman Torah spindles 
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Thanks to the memory of one of Temple Sholom’s founders, and to the volunteer archivists at 

Holy Blossom Temple in Toronto, the history of this scroll came full circle. It transpired that all 

three stories were parts of the same larger one.  

In the late 1800s, Ephraim and Anne Sugarman (z’l) lived in Vancouver, where Ephraim’s 

parents had been actively involved in the development of the first Reform Congregation in 

Vancouver (Temple Emanu-el, a congregation without a building that existed between 1894 

and 1919). As major benefactors and principal donors, the Sugarmans donated a large Torah to 

this congregation.  

When the congregation folded, Ephraim and Anne Sugarman became custodians of the Torah. 

In 1942, the Sugarmans relocated to Toronto and brought the scroll with them. Over 20 years 

later, Lester Sugarman (z’l), son of Ephraim and Anne, was Executive Director of Holy Blossom 

Temple. He travelled to Vancouver frequently to visit family, several of whom are believed to 

have been members of Beth Israel, although this cannot be confirmed. Sugarman learned of the 

establishment of Temple Sholom and divulged the story of his family’s Torah. The founders of 

Temple Sholom contacted him and arranged to return the Sugarman Torah to Vancouver. It was 

rededicated in December 1965. The history of the Sugarman Torah is thus fairly certain. 

Whether the scroll was moved from one set of spindles to another, or whether the scroll is a 

different one from the one in the dedication photo, is unknown.  

Which scroll is it? Clues come from the Torah mantles. 

All three of the large yellow Torah mantles forming the 

letter ש (shin) and made in the early 1980s, survived the 

fire. This supports the belief that all three large scrolls 

acquired before 1985 survived; this would include the 

Sugarman scroll. The three large Torah scrolls with 

mantles that currently form the letter ש are housed in 

the sanctuary, comprised, from left to right, of the 

Sugarman Torah, the Czech Torah and the Fayerman 

Torah.    

The weight of the Sugarman scroll suggests that it was 

scribed in Russia, in the Chassidic style, using unglazed 

cow skin. Perhaps because of the light colour of the skins, 

some congregants believed, incorrectly, that this scroll 

was written on deerskin. 

  

L-R: Sugarman, Czech and 

Fayerman scrolls  
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1970-1971: Temple’s Czech scroll  

In 1970, Temple Sholom’s second President, 

David Stein (z’l), and Arthur Guttman 

attended a UAHC (now URJ) Pacific 

Northwest meeting at Temple DeHirsch Sinai 

in Seattle. There, Rabbi Norman Hirsh of 

Temple Beth Am, also in Seattle, talked about 

the impending dedication of a Torah from 

the former Czechoslovakia. After seeing the 

scroll, the Temple Sholom members obtained 

contact information for other Czech scrolls. 

Guttman and Stein returned to Vancouver to 

attend a Board meeting at which Guttman 

talked about the Czech scrolls; he wanted 

Temple Sholom to be the first congregation 

in Vancouver to adopt a Czech Torah. (Many 

years later, in 1994, a second Czech Torah 

was adopted by the Vancouver Holocaust 

Education Centre.) Those at the meeting 

passed a (real) hat and by the end of the 

evening, they had sufficient financial 

commitments to adopt a scroll. With funds (some $2000) pledged, the Temple Board wrote to 

the trust that housed the scrolls, requesting a Torah for Temple Sholom. David Huberman, 

another past President of Temple Sholom, agreed to bring a Torah home from a trip to London.  

Huberman recalls visiting the Westminster 

Synagogue housing the collection of Czech scrolls. 

He describes meeting the Rabbi and Rebbitzin, 

then going to the third floor, where there were 

racks of scrolls. It was an eerie and very emotional 

experience for him. Huberman chose a Torah at 

random – number 1036 - one of 1,564 scrolls 

rescued from Prague at the end of the Second 

World War and brought to London, England in 

1964 by a group of dedicated volunteers who 

founded the Czech Memorial Scroll Trust (the 

MST). Temple Sholom’s Czech scroll comes from 

from Sedlčany, a small town some 50-60km south 

Czech Torah 

Westminster Torah Scrolls 
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of Prague. Huberman flew back to Vancouver with the scroll wrapped in a blanket.    

 

 

The scroll bears a brass plate showing the number allocated by the MST. Another number 

painted onto the spindle is believed to be a catalogue number ascribed by the Nazis when the 

scroll was plundered.   

In March 1971, the Czech scroll was rededicated at Temple Sholom.  Rabbi Rubens (z’l) 

conducted the dedication service; the Rabbi’s wife recalls watching a member of Temple 

Sholom standing in the lobby holding the Czech scroll, before entering the dedication service. 

Tears streamed down his face. The man was Joseph Kafka (z’l), who had grown up in Sedlčany 

and had been Bar Mitzvah at the synagogue that housed the scroll now in Vancouver. Another 

former resident of Sedlčany, a non-Jewish man, also attended the ceremony. 

The Czech Torah survived the fire-bombing in 1965. Unfortunately, it was not entirely 

unscathed; the bottom spindles were charred by the fire and later cut to remove the damaged 

wood. The scroll continues to hold place of honour in the Temple Sholom sanctuary, at the 

centre of the top row of the ark. It is used on Yom Kippur and on festivals.  

The scroll has travelled since coming to Vancouver. In the years since 1964, most of the scrolls 

brought to London have found new homes around the world. In 2014, then Temple President 

David Schwartz and his wife Debby Freiman escorted the Torah back to London for a reunion 

celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Torahs’ arrival in London.   

Handwritten numbers identify 

scroll 4954 

 

MST brass plate identifies  

scroll 1036 
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Schwartz recounts how congregations found creative ways to safely transport the returning 

scrolls. One from an American congregation arrived in a golf bag, while another was given free 

shipping and chaperone service from FedEx. Many congregations that were unable to attend in 

person sent large posters of their scrolls as stand-ins for the commemorative service. Temple 

Sholom’s Czech scroll was the only one to come from Canada; it was shipped in a hard-shell 

foam-filled torah case borrowed from the Jewish Museum and Archives of BC. Air Canada was 

very supportive, supplying two complementary seats for the large case, directly in front of 

Schwartz and Freiman.   

The tragedy of these extraordinary scrolls is that they are often the only surviving relics of some 

153 Czech Jewish communities whose members were deported and exterminated in the Nazi 

death camps during the Second World War. Temple’s Torah is one of eighteen scrolls from the 

small town of Sedlčany, located in Central Bohemia. It was written in 1890, likely in Poland, and 

how it came to Sedlčany is not known. In the years after the war, a legend spread that the Nazis 

planned to create a ‘Museum to an Extinct Race’. According to the MST, this is more fable than 

fact. MST reports that a pious group of Jews from Prague’s Jewish community worked to bring 

artifacts and Jewish possessions of all kinds from Bohemia and Moravia to what had become 

the Central Jewish Museum in Prague. Here they preserved what little remained of Jewish 

communities. The MST believes this Jewish initiative was directly responsible for the 

subsequent conservation of the scrolls.  

All the curators at the Museum were eventually transported to Terezin and Auschwitz. Only 

two survived and the Czech Jewish community after the war was too depleted to be able to 

care for the scrolls and other artifacts. The pious group’s legacy was the catalogue of the vast 

collection in the Museum, eventually to become the Jewish Museum of Prague, and the saved 

1,564 Scrolls. 

For 20 years following the war, the scrolls remained in a disused synagogue in a Prague suburb 

until the communist government, in need of hard currency, decided they should be sold. A 

British art dealer learned of this opportunity in 1963 and worked with the rabbi of Westminster 

Synagogue, a Hebrew scholar, and a generous donor to bring the 1,564 scrolls to London. Many 

were in a pitiful condition – torn or damaged by fire and water – a grim testimony to the fate of 

the people who once prayed with them. 
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The Memorial Scroll Trust gave these 

precious scrolls a second life by lovingly 

restoring them and lending them to over 

1,400 communities around the world, 

thereby spreading their message to new 

generations in diverse communities and 

institutions such as Temple Sholom. 

Schwartz recalls that the February 9, 2014 

Czech Memorial Scrolls Commemorative 

Service at Westminster Synagogue was 

‘sublime.’ It began with a procession of the 

53 scrolls brought back for the occasion, 

mostly from the U.K. and the U.S. To the 

strains of Mahler’s 5th Symphony, each 

Torah was lovingly brought to the Bimah by a 

member of its current community who 

announced its original hometown. A video of the Commemorative Service can be viewed at: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dSwdDCYI05A.  

Temple Sholom’s Czech scroll is scheduled for another trip, this time back to Sedlčany. In July 

2016, Rabbi Moskovitz is leading a Temple tour of Eastern Europe. One of the highlights of the 

trip will be bringing the scroll back to its home community for a visit. Although the building that 

was once the synagogue is now an office building, it is planned to conduct services with the 

Czech scroll once again, reuniting the Torah with its place of origin, if only briefly.  

  

MST scroll certificate 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dSwdDCYI05A
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1971-1980: The Additional Small and Large Scrolls 

By the summer of 1980, the number of scrolls at Temple had increased to five: two small, two 

large, plus the Czech Torah. One of the small scrolls is the Lerman Torah and one of the large 

scrolls is believed to be the Sugarman Torah. The origin of the two other scrolls is less certain. 

During the fire in 1985, one of the scrolls in the portable ark was destroyed. It is believed that 

this was the small scroll donated in the 1970s. The remains of this small scroll may be buried in 

the Temple Sholom cemetery. Unfortunately, there is no information about who donated this 

scroll or where it came from.  

The large scroll is generally kept in the chapel, clothed in its distinctive shin mantle. It is used 

for morning minyan, alternating with the other chapel scroll. Where does it come from? 

There are several written and oral references to a 

Torah from Prince George, BC, from Trail, BC, and 

from Medicine Hat, AB. Research into the Jewish 

histories of Trail and Medicine Hat do not support 

this theory. However, there is a link to a small Jewish 

community that once existed in Prince George.  

Myron Sambad was born in 1934; he lived in 

Montreal until his family moved to Vancouver in 

1947. In 1964, Sambad relocated to Prince George, 

where he ran a successful electrical business and 

became very involved in local organizations and 

charitable causes.  

Sambad recalls that he was one of ten Jews in Prince 

George who used the basement of St. John’s Church 

for occasional services. He cannot recall how the 

group acquired a Torah, but he does remember using 

it periodically for services and festivals. After about five years, the number of Jews in Prince 

George declined, the group disbanded and Sambad believes there haven’t been any services 

since then. Morris Cohen (z’l), one of the group, had relatives in Vancouver, which led to the 

decision to send the Torah south. This was in the early-mid 1970s, which coincides with the 

acquisition of a large scroll at Temple Sholom.  

The Prince George scroll has been identified through process of elimination. Unfortunately, no 

photos are available of this scroll in use, making confirmation impossible. The scroll was written 

Prince George Torah 
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after WW II, likely in Israel, making it one of only two post-war scrolls at Temple Sholom. It is 

scribed in the Chassidic style on glazed cow parchment.             
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1986: The Two Fayerman Scrolls  

In 1968, two Torah mantles were donated to 

Beth Jacob, the small Orthodox synagogue in 

Prince Albert, SK, in honour of the 50th 

wedding anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. Sam 

Fayerman (z’l). The mantles adorned a large 

and a small scroll, both previously donated 

by the Fayerman family to that synagogue. 

When the synagogue closed in the early 

1980s, Joe Fayerman (z’l), the son of Sam, 

and his wife, Min (z’l), became custodians of 

the two scrolls. Some years later, they made 

inquiries about synagogues in western 

Canada in need of Torah scrolls and were 

told that Temple Sholom was at the top of 

the list because of the fire. The Fayermans 

then donated the two scrolls to Temple 

Sholom.  

 

 

When Joe and Min Fayerman relocated to Vancouver in 1986, 

the two dedication Torah mantles were returned to them and 

the Torah scrolls were given two of the suite of yellow Torah 

mantles created for Temple Sholom. These Torah scrolls have 

at least a four-generation family connection. In August 2004, 

Samantha Lachman, the great-granddaughter of Sam 

Fayerman, celebrated her Bat Mitzvah with her grandfather, 

Joe Fayerman, at Temple Sholom. They used the larger 

Fayerman scroll, adorned in its original blue velvet mantle. 

This B’Nai Mitzvah was the first for Joe Fayerman, at age 83, 

whose Bar Mitzvah in the 1930s had been cancelled due to the 

death of his baby brother, Alex. Sadly, this Bar Mitzvah took 

place not long after his wife Min died.  

The history of the Fayerman scrolls is fairly certain; however, which scrolls they are, is more 

speculative. For the large scroll, the photograph of the B’Nai Mitzvah provides an identification 

Original Torah Mantle on Small 

Fayerman Scroll 

Joe Fayerman and Grand-

daughter Samantha Lachman 
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clue by showing the spindles. Unfortunately, the same spindles are on a second large Torah in 

Temple Sholom’s possession, one donated by the Shafron family. The donation dates of the 

Fayerman scroll (mid-1980s) and the Shafron scroll (1999) and the location of the Fayerman 

scroll in the sanctuary ark and the Shafron scroll in the chapel ark, are the best clues to 

differentiate between the two large scrolls. 

The large Fayerman Torah is believed to have been scribed in the Litvak world, i.e., Northern 

Russia, the Ukraine or Latvia. Written on cow skin, the scroll is comprised of remnants of two 

scrolls that have been bound together. Both share the Chassidic style, although the darker 

sheets are older; the lighter sheets are also glazed, giving them a whiter sheen. 

A process of elimination suggests that the 

small Fayerman scroll is the second small 

Torah in the sanctuary. It is believed that a 

previous small scroll was destroyed in the fire 

in 1985 and that the yellow mantle made for 

that small scroll in 1982, which survived, now 

clothes the small Fayerman scroll.  

The small Fayerman scroll is unique because 

of the white banding on the Eitz Chaim, 

which are made of ivory. Another unusual 

feature is that the plates at the top of the Eitz 

Chaim appear to be made of a bone-like 

material, likely ivory, rather than wood.   

The small Fayerman Torah was scribed in the 

Maral style, likely in Czechoslovakia, where 

the scroll’s distinctive loop stitching (both edges of the adjoining parchment sheets are folded 

back and the resulting four layers are stitched through) was prevalent in the period 1850-1880, 

making it the oldest Torah in Temple Sholom’s possession. It is also possible that the scroll was 

prepared in the former Bohemia, where the Czech technique was adopted, but this is less likely. 

Ironically, Temple’s Czech Torah does not have this distinctive feature, indicating it was scribed 

elsewhere. 

Both Fayerman scrolls are in good condition. The smaller one is rarely used. The larger one was 

used regularly on Shabbat until the scribing of Temple Sholom’s 50th Anniversary scroll.  

 

  

Small Fayerman Torah spindles 
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1999: The Shafron family scroll  

 

Temple members Syd and Annette (z’l) 

Shafron lived in Calgary in the mid-1970s. 

According to Syd Shafron, Annette’s 

father, Harry Sheftel (z’l) wanted to build 

a Jewish home for the aged. He acquired 

the land and started fundraising, 

ultimately building a Jewish Community 

Centre with an adjacent high-rise 

apartment building, separated by a 

breezeway.  

Members of the Sheftel family decided to 

build a small chapel for the residents of 

the apartment building, open to others as 

well. Syd Shafron was in charge of the 

project, which was funded by the three 

Sheftel siblings and their spouses.  

 

 

 

To complete the furnishings of the chapel, the three 

couples donated three Torah scrolls, one for each 

family. The scrolls were purchased in New York, 

although they were not scribed for the chapel. They 

also donated three crowns, three yads and three 

mantles.  

Unfortunately, the Calgary chapel was poorly attended 

and after only a few years, the JCC changed the space 

to a meeting room. Two of the Sheftel scrolls were 

transferred to a large synagogue in Calgary. Syd and 

Annette Shafron moved to Vancouver on September 1, 1999. They joined Temple Sholom and 

Shafron Breast Plate 

Shafron Torah 
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donated the third of the scrolls to Temple, along with the crown, yad, mantle – and a long 

shofar that they had also donated to the Calgary chapel. The Torah was donated in memory of 

Fanny and Harry Sheftel by Syd, Annette, Melissa, Michael, Amy, Max and Rebecca Shafron. A 

new mantle was crafted for the scroll and a membership-wide dedication of the Torah was 

staged, funded by the Shafrons. 

The Shafron scroll and the large Fayerman scroll have similar spindles, making it difficult to 

identify which is which. Because the Shafron scroll is used for morning minyan, it is assumed 

that it is one of the large scrolls in the ark in the chapel, known as the Eitz Chaim scroll for its 

mantle. The Shafron scroll is believed to have been scribed in Poland or Russia – or possibly 

Latvia in the late 1930s. It is a classic example of a Polish Torah, scribed on glazed cow 

parchment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shafron Scroll Top Spindles Large Fayerman Scroll Top Spindles 
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2015: Temple’s newest scroll – 50th Anniversary Torah 

To mark Temple Sholom’s 50th anniversary in 2015, the Letter by Letter project was developed 

to help the congregation scribe a new Torah. The mitzvah of writing the Torah began on 26 

October 2014/2 Cheshvan 5775, 

in a ceremony led by Rabbi Dan 

Moskovitz, Rabbi Carey Brown 

and Cantorial Soloist Naomi 

Taussig. That day, a member who 

joined in each of the five decades 

of Temple Sholom’s history was 

chosen by lot, to inscribe one of 

the first five letters of the first 

word of the book of Genesis, and 

a student from Temple Sholom’s 

School scribed the last letter of 

 After the first word was .בראשית

scribed, Temple Sholom members 

signed up to scribe other letters 

in the new Torah.  

 

The project continued on five weekends, ending 3 May 2015/14 Iyar 5775. Under the guidance 

of a Sofer, Rabbi Moshe Druin, some 250 member families, comprising over 1,000 individuals, 

took advantage of this rare opportunity to 

fulfill the 613th commandment, to write a 

Torah in one’s lifetime. From babies in arms 

to Temple Sholom’s most senior members 

residing at the Louis Brier Home & Hospital, 

members joined Rabbi Druin to fill in a letter, 

by holding the turkey   quill above his hand.  

 

Between his scribing weekend visits to 

Temple Sholom, Rabbi Druin worked with his 

colleague, Sofer Chaim Valles in B’nai Brak, Israel, who wrote the rest of the Torah, leaving 

letters outlined at the beginning and ending of each of the five books. Sofer Valles then 

50th Anniversary Torah 

Scribing 50th Anniversary Torah 
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forwarded the next book to Rabbi Druin, for completion of scribing with members of Temple 

Sholom. 

 

At the Siyum ceremony marking the 

completion of scribing, five more families 

from the congregation were chosen at 

random to write the final letters, again under 

the guidance of Rabbi Druin. They scribed the 

last word of the Torah, שראל'. After seven 

months, Temple Sholom’s new Torah was 

complete. The beautiful new scroll was sewn 

together by Rabbi Druin and attached to Eitz 

Chaim crafted by Mike Kliman, a member of 

Temple, who used olive wood from Israel for the project.   

Temple Sholom Sisterhood/Women of Reform Judaism funded Temple Sholom member Leni 

Freed to create two Torah mantles for the new Torah. Freed was inspired by the letters carried 

by Temple Sholom School students at the opening scribing ceremony. Freed’s design for the 

mantles features the letters of the word בראשית dancing across the front of the mantle in bold 

primary colours. The letters on the mantle are accompanied by a gold embroidered turkey 

feather, the symbol for the Letter by Letter Torah project. The Torah mantle for the High 

Holidays displays the same design, in shades of white and off-white, surrounding a silver-

coloured turkey feather.  

 

 

50th Anniversary Torah spindles 

50th Anniversary Torah mantle lining 

Letter by Letter Campaign Logo 
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Julia Bennett, another member of Temple Sholom, organized the Torah binder project. The 

binder’s royal blue colour complements the primary colours used in the design of the Torah 

mantle. Each person who scribed was asked to sign their name on a piece of linen intended to 

line the binder made for the new Torah. As a fortunate, but unintended consequence, there 

were too many names to use in the binder itself. Ms. Bennett and Ms. Freed addressed the 

challenge by including the remaining names in the lining of the colourful Torah mantle. 

Following the Siyum, the new Temple Sholom Torah, bound with its new binder and dressed in 

its new mantle, was marched through the neighbourhood of Temple Sholom before being 

installed in the Aron Hakodesh, on the bottom row. The congregation uses the new Torah on a 

regular basis, reminding current members of the mitzvah of scribing and welcoming future 

members to the congregation by demonstrating gratitude to the founders of Temple Sholom 

and an ongoing commitment to Reform Judaism in Vancouver.   
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Torah mantles 

Temple Sholom does not display the names of donors on items given to the congregation. For 

this reason, any mantle featuring the names of donors was replaced. In the early 1980s, Temple 

engaged Leni Freed to create a suite of five mantles (two small and three large) in shades of 

blue, gold and rust on yellow backgrounds.  Intended to sit together in the sanctuary ark, the 

three large yellow mantles, when read together, 

form the letter ש (shin), as shown on page 9. (There 

is a later group of white High Holiday scrolls that 

includes two small and five large mantles.)  

              

Over time, the mantles have been moved many times, making it difficult to tie specific mantles 

to specific scrolls. However, the five mantles (plus the new one for the 50th Anniversary Torah) 

remain on the scrolls in the sanctuary ark. The two scrolls in the chapel have traditional blue 

velvet mantles. One, which clothes the Prince George Torah, was made in Israel and donated by 

Sam & Melva Segal (z’l) in the early 1990s. The other was funded by Syd and the late Annette 

Shafron for the scroll they donated in 1999. 

Lerman Torah 

Sugarman Torah 
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There are several challenges in relating the mantles to the Torah 

scrolls.  

According to Freed, the suite of five yellow mantles did not 

include the Czech Torah. That mantle was created at a later date, 

although still before the fire. It replaced the pink mantle that 

came with the Czech scroll. The location of both the original and 

the replacement Czech mantles is unknown. The only clue is that, 

given the charring of the spindles of the Czech Torah during the 

fire, the mantle created specifically for the Czech scroll may have 

been destroyed by the flames.  

If the Czech Torah originally had its own yellow mantle, why were 

three other large yellow mantles made? In 1982, when the 

mantles were prepared, there were two large Torah scrolls, plus 

the Czech Torah. This suggests that one large mantle was made 

for the Sugarman Torah and one for the Prince George scroll. 

Why a third large Torah mantle was made is a mystery; however, 

it is a mystery with a good outcome, as one of the three large 

yellow mantles now adorns the Czech Torah. This continues the tradition of having all five 

yellow Torah mantles in the sanctuary ark. It also explains why the Prince George scroll, housed 

in the chapel, now wears a blue mantle. 

Czech Torah with daily 

and High Holiday mantles 

Prince George Torah 
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As for the small yellow mantles, although it is believed that the scroll destroyed in the fire was a 

small one, the mantle apparently survived. Freed recalls the smoke damage to all the mantles.  

How the Torah was burned so extensively while the mantle remained intact is another mystery. 

But this second small mantle, one of the original suite of five yellow mantles, is now used on 

the small Fayerman Torah. 

 

 

 

 

  

Small Fayerman Torah 

Large Fayerman Torah 
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Shafron Torah 

 

50th Anniversary Torah 
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Left-Right: Lerman Torah/1964, Sugarman Torah/1964, Czech Torah/1971, Prince George 

Torah/c.1975, Fayerman Torah/1986, Fayerman Torah/1986, Shafron Torah/1999, 50th 

Anniversary Torah/2015 
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Appendix 1 – sample scripts 

 

 

 

Lerman Torah 

Sugarman Torah 

Czech Torah 
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Prince George Torah  Small Fayerman Torah 

shows Czech loop stitch 

Large Fayerman Torah  
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  Shafron Torah  50th Anniversary Torah 
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