
 

 

“The highest form of wisdom is kindness” 
     -Talmud 

 
Dear Refugee Sponsorship Project Supporter, 
 
As a result of Rabbi Moskovitz’s Kol Nidre sermon calling on us – as the Torah does repeatedly – to “Love 
the Stranger,” over 100 families and individuals have offered to volunteer their time or professional services, 
and have made generous financial contributions to Temple Sholom’s Refugee Resettlement Project. To date, 
we have collected close to $79,000, with another $10,000 of pledges. Monies raised are being safely held in a 
segregated fund for this project.   
 
We’re on our way!   
 
Synagogues across Canada have made responding to this humanitarian crisis a priority. This project is a 
meaningful bridge-builder to the Jewish community of Greater Vancouver, to non-Jews, and, eventually, to 
the Vancouver Syrian community. Through the initiative of Rabbi Daniel Gropper, the Community Synagogue 
of Rye (NY) is also making a contribution to aid our efforts. The Anglican Diocese is partnering with Temple 
Sholom, allowing us to share the Sponsorship Agreement Holder (SAH) status that they hold with Citizenship 
and Immigration Canada. We are also partnering with MOSAIC, a non-profit organization that provides 
settlement support services; they have helped us to identify two refugee families to sponsor. Our applications 
have been completed, and have been submitted for review and security checks by the appropriate agencies. 
 
Our committee has created a Project Charter, detailing our goals and commitment - viewable to all on our 
website at templesholom.ca. As a “Private Sponsor,” Temple Sholom will provide financial, practical, and 
emotional support to the refugees for the first year of resettlement – everything from housing to transportation 
to birthday celebrations. Statistics show that privately sponsored refugees integrate well, undoubtedly because 
sponsors offer personalized local support. 
 
On December 1, 2015, we hosted a Town Hall at which we introduced – by pre-recorded video – the two 
families that we intend to sponsor. Many of you expressed enthusiasm to roll up your sleeves and get to work.  
The process, however, is slower than most of us anticipated. While our Canadian government has indicated 
that we will be welcoming 25,000 refugees, applications have been queuing for several years, and our two 
families are only at the very beginning of Canada’s rigorous immigration process. The process may take 
anywhere from 12 to 24 months to complete. 
 
The Hebrew word for patience is savlanut, which also means "tolerance." The same root gives rise to the word 
"burdens" (sivlot). We will help each other to practice patience during this extended journey.   
 
We have tapped a number of sub-committee leads for key areas – specifically those areas for which a long 
lead time offers an advantage, such as housing, pre-arrival, and professional re-training. Most other 
committees will not swing into action until many months from now. We will continue to stay in touch about 
the project; updates will be made regularly on the Temple Sholom website. 
 
Thank you for your participating in this meaningful act of Tikkun Olam. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Temple Sholom Refugee Resettlement Steering Committee 
Brenda Karp (Chair) 
Rena Cohen 
Tami Gabay 
Richard Kurland 
Risa Levine 

Kjell Rubenson 
 
Rabbi Dan Moskovitz, Senior Rabbi 
Mustafa Ahmad, MOSAIC 
Rochelle Garfinkel, Executive Director 


